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Hi Folks, 

 

 Hard to believe the summer is officially over. It sure went 

pretty fast. Hope all had a good growing season  and a chance to ap-

preciate those beautiful blooms. 

 As per my regular October letter, I want to congratulate all the 

winners of our shows-Cuyahoga County Fair, our own show at Sum-

mit Mall, Geauga County and Petittis at Oakwood Village. The results 

of these shows can be found on our website thanks to Sharon Swaney, 

our webmaster. I would also like to thank all who participated in these 

shows-you made them spectacular and helped fulfill our overall goal 

of promoting the dahlia to the general public. 

 I also want to extend a personal thank you to Dave Cap and 

Emily Halderman for a great job securing and organizing our show at 

Summit Mall. With short notice, they put together a wonderful show, 

so much so that the Mall would like to have us back next year. Thanks 

also to Jim Thompson for his role in helping Dave set-up the particu-

lars of the show. Great job to all! 

 Thanks to Ron Miner for providing us the opportunity for 3 

judging seminars and Brant Giere and Carol Sahley for providing us 

with a wonderful venue for our annual picnic. You all made this a 

great year for everyone! 

 Donôt forget our meeting on the 17th of this month. Weôve 

moved up our photo contest to this month, so check out your photos 

and bring them to the meeting. Categories for participation are de-

tailed in this monthôs digest. Also, Paul Chupek, 2013 ADS Photo 

winner, will present some photography tips to get the most out of your 

photo ops. Sounds like a ñpicture perfectò meeting. 

 Hope to see you all on the 17th! 

      Mike 

Memo from Mike 
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REFRESHMENTS 
 

Joann Bendokaitis, Jackie Evangelista, 

MaryAnn Moreno 

 

MEETING DATES for 2014 

March 21   Ron Zayac  Living Soil and Organic Fertilizer 

    Waking up tubers; Starting from Seeds 

April  18   Tuber auction 

May 16      Plant auction 

June  20   Fran BlankðCompanion Plants for Dahlias; 

    DVD on 2014 Dahlia Introductions 

August 23   Picnic at Brant and Carolôs   

October 17   Paul Chupek on Photography...Photo Contest 

November 21   Topic tbd 

December 6      Holiday get-together...Alexandra, Emily 



 

Julie Washington, The Plain Dealer September 27, 2014 

 

DAHLIA SHOW: Gorgeous dahlias will be on view during 

the Dahlia Society of Ohio flower show, held in conjunction 

with Petitti Garden Center's Fall Festival on Saturday, Oct. 

4 and Sunday, Oct. 5, at the Oakwood Village location. 

Several hundred blooms of various sizes, colors and forms 

will be on display, and given away to the public after the 

show closes. Dahlias will not be offered for sale. Admission 

to the show is free. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Emily and Alexandraé. 
 

 At this meeting, Ohio's very own Paul Chupek will pre-

sent some of his show-stopper photographs, while discussing 

various photography recommendations and techniques. Paul is 

a corporate pilot by trade and enjoys photography on and off 

duty as he crisscrosses the country. Paul's interest in photog-

raphy started with an introduction to cameras from his father. 

With limited high school photography classes and some semi-

nars, Paul was self-taught. He uses his garage as a temporary 

photo studio and the current version of 

Photo Shop as a digital darkroom. Current-

ly, Paul is using a Nikon D800 camera and 

Nikon lenses. Paul Chupek launched him-

self into stardom when his photograph of 

Baron Jerry won first place in the 2013 

American Dahlia Society Dahlia photo 

contest. We all celebrate Paul's success and look forward to his 

presentation.  

 

 

How did your dahlia 

grow this year? Tell 

us about it in the 

comments section!  



 Those of us who were fortunate 

enough to know Louie remember a 

friendly guy who grew absolutely gor-

geous dahlias. Louie passed away Sept. 

13. He was 86. He was a veteran of the 

US Army and served in the Korean War. 

He worked for Doehler-Jarvis Corpora-

tion for 47 years, retired in 1990.  

 Louie started growing dahlias in 

1957 and was a member of the ADS, 

the Toledo Dahlia Society (where he 

was show chairman since 1976), the 

Michigan Dahlia Society, the Elkhart Dahlia Society, and our 

Dahlia Society of Ohio. The dahlia community will miss this 

wonderful grower and delightful person. 

 

Louis LaPlante 1928-2014 

Growing the Fascinating Dahlia 
 

On Sept. 18, Ron and Jerry gave a talk to 70+ members of the 

Hudson Garden Club. It was a wonderful evening with an audi-

ence who were incredibly excited about the dahlia! We took a 

few buckets of dahlias that enabled us to show almost every form 

as we displayed them on power point. We earned a few extra 

points by giving the blooms away! The Hudson Garden Club do-

nated $100 to DSO in our names.  

 

If you have given a presentation somewhere, let me know so oth-

ers can read of your experience. Thanks.  

 

 



 

 

 

 Remember the Smokey the Bear ads?  ñOnly you can prevent for-

est fires!ò  That is what came to mind as I 

thought about  my walk through the Midwest 

Show with Dr. Hanu Pappu, Sam Smith Dis-

tinguished Professor of Plant Virology at 

Washington State University (WSU) and the 

leading dahlia virus expert in the world.  While 

I wouldnôt say that ñonly you can prevent 

dahlia virus,ò I would say that ñonly you can 

take giant steps to minimize dahlia virus in 

your garden.ò  It is also clear that our giant 

steps can have a big impact on the dahlia virus 

problem in North America. 

 Iôm sure most of you know that Jim 

Chuey recently donated $350,000 from the Scheetz Chuey Charitable 

Foundation to establish the Carl Chuey Virus Research Fund at WSU.  I 

had the privilege of helping Jim work out the details of the donation and to 

make sure that the ADS took best advantage of the investment.   It let me 

make some small contribution in honoring Carlôs ongoing legacy to the 

betterment of our dahlias. 

 It was in the context of that contribution that I had the opportunity 

to walk through the Midwest Show with Dr. Pappu.  I asked him to show 

me any examples of 

virus he saw as we 

walked through the 

show.  It did not 

take long to find a 

couple examples.  

The one at the right 

was on the head 

table! o doubt, 

many of you would 

have said that you 

noticed those    

lowing veins and 

the  yellowing  

The JUDGEôs Corner 

  Ron Miner - baronminer@aol.com 



veins and the stiffening or brittle nature of the foliage.  You might also 

have wondered how to distinguish virus from a nutritional problem.  The 

other example we found is shown 

in the picture on the right.  The 

yellowing of the leaves is even 

more obvious here.  The picture 

below, right, is of a plant with 

similar leaves that was in my 

garden until the day after the 

show. 

 If you are wondering 

by now, what all of this virus 

talk has to do with judging, here 

is the answer.  Check out p.28 of 

the Guide to Judging Dahlias.  I 

quote: ñObvious signs of disease 

é should eliminate the exhibit 

from competition.  Judges must 

exercise careful judgment since 

nutrient deficiencies may é re-

semble disease.ò  Before my little 

walk with Dr. Pappu, I used to 

use the second  sentence in the 

above quotation to argue that it 

was best to stay away from judgments of ñsigns of diseaseò since one 

could not be certain of the cause of the appearance. 

 I have changed my mind!  Please erase/forget my previous 

guidance on staying away from judgments on the presence of virus 

and, henceforth, substantially penalize an entry that exhibits leaves of 

the sort seen in the foregoing pictures.  It was clear to Dr. Pappu that 

those yellowing veins and/or yellow, blotchy appearance, and/or 

aòmosaic - a mixture of dark and light green patches/islandsò are a clear 

and virtually certain indication of the presence of virus.  Dr. Pappu also 

said that ñOn a bright and sunny day, they may go unnoticed. But they 

can be more easily seen under shade.ò 

 There is additional information on Dr. Pappuôs views on the ap-

pearance of virus on the ADS website, dahlia.org, as well as on the WSU 

website that is linked to the ADS website.  One of the bits of counsel in 

his comments is that you should not keep the tubers from  plants that 

 

 


