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Hi Folks, 
 

 Wishing you all a very belated New Year and hope all are sur-

viving Mother Natureôs nasty arctic blasts. Think Spring!! 
 

 To get our dahlia season started on the right foot, our 1st meeting 

on March 20th will feature a 40 minute CD on the new dahlia introduc-

tions for this year. This should get the dahlia ñjuicesò flowing and get us 

ready  for hopefully another good growing season. Also, weôll have some 

time to discuss awakening and getting our tubers started for the new sea-

son. Please bring any questions that you might have to the meeting and 

our ñexpertsò will try to answer them. Weôre starting our propagation 

program at Willoway Nursery this month so we can also address cuttings 

if the interest is there. 
 

 At our January officers meeting, we were able to establish the 

following: 

1. The  Summit Mall will again be the site of our 2015 show 

2. Our summer picnic will again be hosted by Brant Giere and Carol 

Sahley with a judging seminar  included. Date to be determined. 

3. Our holiday party will also be back at the Wembley Club on 12/5/15. 

Further info to follow. 

4. We are now on Facebook thanks to Jim Thompson with help from 

Emily Halderman. Check it out. 

5. We also discussed the Dahlia Digest and how to make it available to 

all in the most cost effective manner. This will be a topic of discussion 

for our meeting so give it some thought and bring your ideas to the meet-

ing. 

 Also, we are taking orders for Dahlias of Today which can be 

ordered at the meeting or let me know via e-mail. The cost is $10/copy 

(usually $17/individual purchase). 
 

 Thatôs it for now. See you March 20th. 

       Mike 

Memo from Mike 
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MEETING DATES for 2015 

 

March 20   New Introductions; Waking up tubers 

April  17   Tuber auction 

May 15      Plant auction 

June  19   Ron Miner and Tony Evangelista...virus 

August xx   Picnic at Brant and Carolôs   

October 16   Photo contest, speaker pending 

November 20   Alexandra Kermode...another experiment 

December 5      Holiday get-together...Wembley Club  

 

Oh to have been in Melbourne  

February 28th! 

Isnôt this interesting? - A ñDahlia Paddy Fieldò 
 

 

 

 

2015 Shows a Little Closer to Home than Melbourne! 
 

August 15-16  Cuyahoga County Fair 

August 15-16  Columbus Dahlia Society 

August 29-30  Mahoning Valley Dahlia Society 

September 5-6 Geauga County Fair 

September 5-6 Midwest Show in Ann Arbor 

September 12-13 Dahlia Society of Ohio 

September 12-13 Cincinnati Dahlia Society 

September 12-13 Pittsburgh Dahlia Society 

September 18-20 National Show Long Island NY 

September 19  East Liverpool Dahlia Society 

October 3-4  DSO Member Show at Petittiôs 



 

Larry Baker, 1925-2014 
 

Lawrence J. Baker, age 89, of the Chardon area 

for over 55 years, passed away Sunday, Decem-

ber 21.  He was born in St. Joseph, Missouri, on 

Aug. 6, 1925. 

 

Larry was president of DSO a couple decades 

ago. He was a wonderful grower of dahlias, 

especially the big ones that he would take to the 

Geauga County Fair in particular and typically win in the Small 

Growers section (much to the chagrin of Jeff Campbell and yours 

truly). He was generous in sharing his blooms around Chardon . 

. 

Larry was a veteran of the US Army Air Forces, 784th Bombard-

ment Squadron (A), during WW II. He was a "belly gunner" on 

"Sugar," a B-24, flying in 14 missions in Europe. On Nov. 11, 

1944, he married Peggy E. Collister in Mountain Home, Idaho. 

They were married for 64 years until her death in August, 2009. 

Peggy was also a member of DSO but perhaps better known for 

her jellies and jams at Holden. 

 

Larry worked at the Austin Company as a registered architect for 

42 years until his retirement in 1995. He continued practicing ar-

chitecture for family and friends well into his 80's. 

 

He had 10 grandchildren, 13 great grandchildren, and 3 great-great 

grandchildren.. One of his grandsons gave a beautiful eulogy for 

Larry at his Memorial Service. In conversation with his relatives, 

they all remarked to me on how generous Larry was with his tu-

bers, distributed to them from coast to coast. 

 

Larry was a very kind, humble, soft-spoken man and friend who is 

missed by all of us who knew him.  

                                                                                    Jerry 

 

 

 In looking back at some of my columns from last year, Iôve 

come away a little concerned that I zeroed in on some mighty fine de-

tails that might have been a bit more detailed than appropriate.  It is 

clear, I hope, that some of our excellent 3rd year seedlings from Blos-

som Gulch will require that level of detail.  On the other hand, it is 

very important that we donôt lose sight of some of the basics on the 

judging scene! 

 Letôs take a giant step back from the numerical evaluation of 

seedling entries and think about the basics of judging in a show.  Letôs 

assume, for the moment, that each class is exhibited by itself.  In that 

situation, we are basically able just to compare the attributes of each 

of the entries to one another.  We do not need to be concerned, for 

example, that the entries would have different ideal forms.  In princi-

ple, that makes the judging easier than the judging where some classes 

are combined. 

 What would you do, 

for example, if the three 

flowers on the right com-

prised your class 2210 (B SC 

LB) in a show?  Your first 

reaction might be that you 

will have a difficult time in 

picking a winner among three 

nice entries!  Of course, that 

is a good problem to have.  

Your second reaction should 

be that you need to do a close examination of each of the entries to see 

if they have any shortcomings among the key attributes that we use in 

judging dahlias.  Would you start with Bloom Position and work your 

way up to Form and Color?  I hope you are all saying ñno wayò in an-

swer to that one!  You need to look at all of the attributes for each of 

the entries, but the highest priorities among those attributes are Form 

and Color.  Remember that the other attributes are all together some-

times referred to as ñthe Other Half.ò  They are important, but not 

nearly as important as Form and Color. 

 If we assume that the pictures are sufficient to be able to   

The JUDGEôs Corner 

  Ron Miner - baronminer@aol.com 

 



judge the class, what would you conclude?  The only basic differ-

ence I see is in the distribution of the second color in the blend.  The 

bloom on the lower right appears to have more yellow at 10 oôclock 

than at 4 oôclock.  I donôt think I can figure out the first and second 

place entries; but I think it is pretty clear that the bloom on the low-

er right gets the third spot. 

 Letôs pretend that the two blooms on the 

right here represent the two best entries in your 

class 3001 (BB FD W).  Assuming again 

(incorrectly) that you can draw conclusions on 

the basis of a picture,  what comparisons would 

you draw and what conclusions would you 

reach?  It is clear that there is one important 

Form attribute that is better in the upper bloom 

than the lower bloom.  What is it?  There are five 

key elements of Form: Symmetry, Contour, De-

velopment, True Form, and Depth (GJD, p. 40).  

I agree with you if you said Symmetry differs 

between the two blooms.  The lower bloom 

seems to be  longer in the 2 oôclock to 8 oôclock 

direction than in the 11 oôclock to 5 oôclock direction.  The center 

seems also to show that same asymmetry.  We would conclude, 

therefore, that the upper bloom gets the first place ribbon and the 

lower bloom gets the second. 

 The two blooms below right could be the entries in your 

MB V class (the number for which is ???).  The first thing I would 

want to do is look more carefully at the center of the bloom on the 

left.  It looks a little ragged from here.  Letôs say it is.  The bloom 

on the right has some pretty clear color uniformity issues, doesnôt it!  

A substantial Form issue on the left vs. a substantial color issue on 

the right add up to a 

dilemma!  Now is 

when you start 

searching for weak-

nesses and strengths 

in the ñOther Half.ò  

You need always to 

check all the  

 

  

attributes.  In this case it seems likely that differences in those attributes 

will drive the determination of the first and second for these two en-

tries. 

 Perhaps you will be assigned to judge 

our newest class of dahlias, the Orchettes.  Your 

class 9401 could include the four cultivars on 

the right.  Which of the entries can you remove 

from the competition first?  You might think 

that the third one has so much red on it that it 

can be set back first; but that is not the case.  

The classification is based on the color on the 

reverse of the ray florets and they all meet that 

criterion.  The second cultivar down, on the 

other hand, is a seedling headed for the com-

post.  Why?  It is highly asymmetrical. Look at 

the ray florets at 2 and 8 oôclock.  The one at 2 

is not fully  involute anywhere along its length.  

It should be fully involute for at least one-third 

of its length (GJD, p.5).  The one (sort of) op-

posite, at 8, is more involute but is also dis-

placed down from the center of the bloom.  In 

fact, each of the ray florets is different and 

there are varying gaps between them.  With 

that one set back, the competition gets tougher 

among the other three. 

 Are you ready to move to the ñOther 

Half?ò  I donôt think so.  The bloom at the top 

has gaps at 3, 5, and 8 oôclock and an ñunrulyò 

petaloid at 1:30.  The 3rd bloom down has 

short petaloids. They should be 1/2 to 2/3 the 

length of the ray floret according to the GJD, p. 

5.  The ray florets also look longer toward 1 or 

2 o'clock than toward 6 or 7 oôclock.  The 

bloom at the bottom has relatively subtle gaps at 

6 and 9 oôclock. 

 The color of the bottom bloom is pure 

white, plain and simple.  The red on the face of 

the 3rd bloom is streaked.  The ray florets at the 

center of the top bloom are yellow.  If that center color were green, it 

 

 

 

 


